
There is a ‘Bring & Share lunch’ on the first 

Sunday of the month, after the 11 am Mass.  

Traidcraft is on the second Sunday after the 

9am & 11 am Masses, and there is usually a 

pleasant Parish Walk on the third Sunday 

starting from the Parish Hall. There is also tea, 

coffee and juice served after the 9am and 

11am Mass each Sunday in the hall. All 

are welcome, so, please come and join us. 

 

The Sunday walk will be on the 24th this 

month and is from Church incorporating 

secret places of Rochester followed by 

lunch at Mama Mia’s for those who wish. 

 

Our Folk Group meets every Sunday evening at 5.30 pm, to learn and practise hymns 

for the 6 pm Mass.  More singers would be very welcome. 

 

Please pray for our children who have begun their preparation for First Holy Communion 

and Confirmation. That they will be given the gift of faith and perseverance and grow in love 

of the Lord. 

  

Please put Sunday 1st December in your diaries, and 

come and support your church’s Fund-Raising Effort, 

with the Christmas Craft Fayre.  This will be from 10 

am to 2 pm in the Parish Hall, and will have many goods 

for sale, suitable for Christmas presents for all the 

family. The Bring & Share lunch will also take place at 

12.25 pm as usual. 

 

The Repository has Christmas calendars, advent candles, 

2020 diaries and other items, in preparation for Christmas. 

Please help support the church funds. 

 

Food Bank Christmas Donations: Thank you very much for the ongoing response to 

the appeal for festive food ready for Christmas. We commend those of you who have 

organised collections at your places of work and brought in many bags of food.  

 

Health is the greatest gift, contentment the greatest wealth, 

faithfulness the best relationship. 
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Readings: Mal 3:19-20; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12; Luke 21:5-19 

Responsorial Psalm The Lord comes to rule the peoples with fairness. 

Gospel acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia. Stay awake, praying 

 at all times for the strength to stand with confidence 

 before the Son of Man. Alleluia! 

Next week’s Readings: 2 Samuel 5:1-3; Colossians 1:12-20 Luke 23:35-43 

 
As I begin to type these few words my mind is 

filled with the harrowing images of the flooding in 

the Midlands and the beautiful city of Venice. Most 

families there may not be able to celebrate 

Christmas in their homes. Let us keep them in our 

prayers. At the end of the liturgical year we are 

faced with some of the apocalyptic readings from 

the bible. The images of how the world will end, 

through cataclysmic events is quite chilling. This 

fear prompted the early Christians to be faithful to 

God and trust in him. Many Popes have warned about treating the resources of 

the earth fairly and with great care. Pope Francis’s exhortation Laudato Si is a 

wake up call and a gift to the church. I would like to encourage all of you to read 

it. Copies can be downloaded free from the Internet, or can be ordered via the 

repository, please ask Gill. Pope Francis encourages us to make it our duty to 

take care of mother earth. Of all the events of end times foretold, besides 

earthquakes, we have control over famine, plagues and wars which are avoidable 

if we make a concerted effort. The Pope is also concerned about those who say 

“It’s ok, God will take care of us”. That denial, indifference and trust in future 

scientific solutions may not help those things that we could be doing to prepare 

now. God is more powerful than any disaster. To those who are faithful and put 

their trust in him he assures, “do not be frightened….not a hair on your head will 

be lost.”. (Luke 21:9, 18). Let us ask the Lord to strengthen our faith that in good 

times and bad we will hope in the Lord, who desires our true happiness.  

Sacrament of 

Confession Saturday 

9:30 – 9:50am 

Sunday 8:30 – 8:45 

& 10.30 – 10.45 am 

Love is a fruit in 

season at all times, 

and within reach of 

every hand. 

 

Fr Neil Vincent, tel. 01634-845430                          

Deacon Malcolm Turner 255558 

Deacon Felim McCarthy 830145 

Secretary: Gill Hanson 312171 

Email: rochester@rcaos.org.uk 

Website: http://stjohnfisher.me.uk  

St. William of Perth School 404267 

Newsletter: John Endicott 408105    

To receive newsletter by email: 

johngods@blueyonder.co.uk 

Folk Group: http://stjohnfisherfolk 

band.uk 
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God bless. Fr Neil. 
                                 HOLY MASS INTENTIONS 

             17th November 2019 Feast Days 
Sunday         9am 

                    11am 

                     6pm 

Whittaker & Pask Families 

Michael Maher – R.I.P. 

People of the Parish 

Thirty Third Sunday (C) 

Monday      10am            McNeill & Bedwell Family and 

Friends (HS) 

The Dedication of the 

Basilicas of Saints Peter & 

Paul, Apostles. 

Tuesday      10am     Frederick Fletcher – R.I.P. Feria 

Wednesday 10am                    Jenkins & Ellis Family – R.I.P.(HS) Feria 

Thursday  9:30am                             Harrison Family and Friends RIP. (HS) The Presentation of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Friday         10am                               Buffini & Ferguson Families RIP. (HS) St Cecilia,Virgin & Martyr 

Saturday     10am Jim O Brien – R.I.P. St Clement 1, Pope & 

Martyr 

Sunday        9am 

                   11am 

                    6 pm                                                                                             

Kate Pask & Whittaker Family 

Nancy Neville – R.I.P. 

People of the Parish 

Thirty Fourth Sunday 

Sunday 10th November 2019: 

First collection: Gift Aid – £197.20  Loose - £253.74  = £450 .94 

Attendance:  9am -94 ;11 am -76 , 6pm  – 58  = 228 

100 Club: £20 –No R. Singh, No 21, £10 – P. Andrews No 17 

Today is World Day of the Poor. 

Next Sunday is Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, and the second collection is 

for the Catholic Youth Services. 
 

Sadly Joan Coombes, one of older parishioners, passed away on Friday 1st 

November. Her funeral Mass will be on Wednesday, 20th November, at 1.30pm 

followed by cremation at 3pm. May she rest in the peace of Christ. Please remember 

her family in your prayers. 
 

Remembering the Holy Souls: It is our tradition to remember the faithful departed during this 

time. We do this by remembering them at Masses especially in November 

and beyond. If you would like Masses to be said for the repose of the 

souls of your loved ones, or for the Holy souls in purgatory, please include 

their names and your donations, and place them in the envelopes. One of 

the most noble ways we can help the Holy Souls is to offer Masses for them 

and when our turn comes to enter purgatory, we hope and pray that we too will be assisted by 

those who offer Masses for us.  
 

Churches Together for the Climate: Wednesday 20th November, 7-9pm at Trinity 

House, Chapel Court, off Borough High Street, SE1 1HW. Speakers will be from key 

Christian agencies in this field including Christian Climate Action and Tearfund.  

Please join this event, especially young people, as we learn, discuss, plan and pray for 

the future of God's earth and our neighbours near and far. A 'climate-conscious' buffet 

will be available from 6 pm. RSVP to claire@ctslondon.org.uk.  

 

The Feast of Christ the King – National Youth Sunday 24th November. “For him 

you have worth; you are not insignificant. You are important to him, for you are the 

work of his hands” (Christus Vivit, 115). National Youth Sunday is a unique 

opportunity to celebrate the role and significance of young people in the Catholic 

Church in England and Wales today.  Celebrated on the Feast of Christ the King, 

National Youth Sunday is an opportunity to recognise young people as a gift in the 

Church, enable the youth ministry and parish community to celebrate young people and 

affirm the contribution of young people in the Church and those who work with them. 

This year the theme is Significance – inspired by Flame and the incredible Apostolic 

Exhortation – Christus Vivit – Christ is Alive. Resources are now 

available www.nationalyouthsunday.com. If interested email scys@rcaos.org.uk. 

 

Youth Ministry Conference: Christus Vivit - Christ is 

Alive – Unpacking the Synod. A day for Leaders or those 

interested in developing work with young people. Please 

speak to Fr Neil if you would like to attend.  

Saturday 30th November, Amigo Hall 10.30 – 4.30pm. 

 
English Martyrs Church, Strood, is showing the film 

“Culture of Life Africa” which was presented at this year’s 

annual conference of the Society for the Protection Unborn 

Children (SPUC) on Sunday 1st December, 3pm, with the 

possibility of launching a formal Pro Life Branch in Strood. 

All are welcome, especially anyone who is already 

involved in the Pro-Life Apostolate and would like to be 

part of a formal SPUC Branch in Strood. 

 
The Winter Night Shelter at Emmaus Church, run by One Big Family volunteers, 

is now open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights to keep our homeless in out of 

the cold. It costs £100 per night for up to 20 guests so any donations welcome. 

It would be lovely if we could sponsor at least one bed throughout the winter. Last 

year 974 beds were used over 70 nights and many were helped to find and set up a 

home of their own. 

 

This year’s Crib Collection will be for “Aid to the Church in Need” which is an 

international Catholic pastoral aid organization, which offers help to persecuted 

Christians all over the world through more than 5,000 projects worldwide.  

Looking Ahead   

Sun 24th Nov – 

Solemnity of Jesus 

Christ, King of the 

Universe. 

Sat 30th Nov – 

Solemnity of the 

Consecration of our 

Church.               

Sun 1st Dec – First 

Sunday of Advent. 
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